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The Init iative is  designed to promote cooperation
between these 12 European countries and their  partners
contributing to economic growth,  energy security ,
cohesion and unity in Europe,  transatlantic t ies and
climate goals via smart investments.  To stimulate more
rapid development of  the region there is  a high level
and multi-stakeholder commitment to boost
connectivity among Member States,  with a special  focus
on infrastructure,  energy and digital  interconnectivity .
Setting a new form of cooperation among these
countries wil l  advance economic growth and help to
bridge the East – West economic gap within the EU.

Three Seas is  an init iative that through a regular cooperation format brings together 12 EU Member States
between the Balt ic Sea,  the Adriatic Sea and the Black Sea.  Historical ly al l  these countries have something
in common – al l  of  the countries have been behind the Iron Curtain,  that divided Europe in two and thus
determined two different development scenarios for both of the sides of  Europe.  Western Europe has been
linked by roads and rai lways,  power l ines,  oi l  and gas pipel ines,  while the region of the 12 EU MS among
the Three Seas have remained disconnected in terms of modern infrastructure.

T H R E E  S E A S  I N I T I A T I V E  
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3  S EAS  C O U N T R I E S :

Austria
Bulgaria
Estonia
Croatia
Lithuania
Latvia

Poland
Romania
Slovakia
Slovenia
The Czech Republic
Hungary

3  S EAS  PAR T N E R S :

The United States
Germany 
The European Commission

In 2018,  the List  of  Priority Interconnection Projects
was one of the main outcomes of the Third Seas
Init iative Summit held in Romania.  It  encompassed
49 projects focusing on energy,  digital  and
transportation f ields.  This year ,  in 2020,  during the
fifth Three Seas Virtual  Summit hosted by Estonia,
additional 28 projects were added to the l ist  making
it a total  77 interconnection priority projects in the
region.  The focus of  the projects is  on smart
connectivity to create new opportunities for future
innovations.

J U R I S  P Ū C E

M I N I S T E R  O F  E N V I R O N M E N T  P R O T E C T I O N

AN D  R E G I O NAL  D E V E L O P M E N T  

The issue is ,  whether we only have a legal  regulation around
digital  services,  or we also have a system, where we work
together in order to enable trust in digital  systems.  For the
EU we have a lot of  legal  requirements regarding data
privacy and other regulations that we should continue
implementing.  We should continue in developing and
investing in new technologies and new services to continue
to guard the data privacy r ights.  But at the same time it ’s  a
question of whether we enable investment in what we can
trust ,  that countries and companies that are investing in
data infrastructure are from trusted sources,  whether we
have federated data cloud solutions in the EU. Our region
can be one of the key enablers of  that idea to happen. It  is  a
matter of  very practical  trust building exercises.

T RAN S P O R T  S E C T O R

E N E R G Y  S E C T O R

D I G I TAL  S E C T O R
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77  P R O J E C T S  I N  T O TAL :
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E N E R G Y

D I G I TAL

T RAN S P O R T

CONSTRUCTION OF A COASTAL LNG TERMINAL

The main aim of the project is  to construct a l iquefied
natural  gas (LNG) import terminal at Skulte Port area with a
direct pipel ine connection to the Incukalns Underground
Gas Storage Faci l ity ,  thus improving the energy
independence and ensuring gas supply diversif ication at
the same time improving the integration of the Balt ic gas
market to the European hubs.

DEVELOPMENT OF WOOD FIBRE PULP PRODUCTION FACILITY

PLC Latvi jas Valsts meži is  aiming to develop an energy
eff icient wood f ibre pulp production plan with reduced CO2
emissions that would reduce the greenhouse gas
emissions.

PROJECTS THAT LATVIA HAS PROPOSED WITHIN THE 3 SEAS FRAMEWORK

DEVELOPMENT OF A WIND FARM PROJECT

Company Laflora that is  one of the largest peat extraction,
processing and export companies,  has a project that
envisages the development of  a wind farm in Jelgava
Region,  in that way helping Latvia achieve the National
Energy and Climate Plan goals by 2030 through production
of renewable hydrogen and by drawing attention of
companies with high energy consumption and developing
new products.  The implementation of this project wil l
increase the share of  renewable energy resources in Latvia

INTEGRATION AND SYNCHRONISATION OF THE BALTIC STATES’

ELECTRICITY SYSTEMS WITH THE EUROPEAN NETWORKS

This project has been proposed by al l  three Balt ic States –
Latvia,  Estonia and Lithuania to achieve ful ly-f ledged
integration of the  country's  electricity markets with the
European Continental  Network.

DEVELOPMENT OF CROSS-BORDER NETWORK OF DATA CENTRES

The objective of  this project is  to establish a network of
data centres that wil l  guarantee secure and eff icient cross-
border connectivity .

DEVELOPMENT OF CROSS-BORDER OPTICAL FIBRE NETWORK 

Optical  f ibre network wil l  ensure cross-border connectivity
services in the region,  making better and more secure data
transfer ,  l imiting the gaps in the communication
infrastructure as a part of  the Digital  Highway Project .

INTRODUCTION OF SMART OUTDOOR LIGHTING TECHNOLOGIES

This project classif ies in both – energy and digital  sectors as
the implementation of the project would mean reduction of
energy consumption.  The goal of  this project is  to promote
introduction of modern and future-proof outdoor l ighting
technologies that would al low remote control  via using
mobile technologies such as 5G.

CONSTRUCTION OF THE SALASPILS-BALTEZERS AS PART OF THE VIA

BALTICA PROJECT

Modernization of the main highways is  one of the most
important infrastructure prerequisites.  The Construction of
the Salaspils-Baltezers road wil l  be done by the state
company Latvi jas Valsts Ceļ i .  It  wil l  reduce the intensity of
the traff ic in this area and it  wil l  improve the traff ic f low, at
the same time decreasing r isks of  accidents.

DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF MOBILITY SOLUTIONS

As the development of  mobil ity solutions is  an essential
precondition for the development of  smart cit ies and
municipal it ies ,  this project wil l  improve traff ic safety and
traff ic f lows.  As a result  of  implementing a Transport
Monitoring System both cit ies and municipal it ies wil l  have
a single set of  smart city solutions integrated into one
system.

RAIL BALTICA: CONSTRUCTION OF SALASPILS INTERMODAL

LOGISTICS CENTRE WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE

CONSTRUCTION OF HIGH-SPEED RAIL NETWORK

Rail  Balt ica is  an important rai l  transport infrastructure
project that wil l  connect the Balt ic states via rai l  and wil l
integrate them into the rest of  the European rai l  system.
The construction of the Salaspils  Intermodal Logistics
Centre is  an important part of  Rai l  Balt ica rai l  transport
infrastructure project .
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E G I L S  L E V I T S

P R E S I D E N T  O F  LAT V IA

Latvia sees itself  in the future as a country with great
achievements in the use of 5G and AI technologies,
which al lows Latvia to effectively implement the
values nurtured in the Euro-Atlantic area.  For Latvia,
the Three Seas Init iative is  a way to,  among other
things,  strengthen transatlantic t ies .
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DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION

D I G I TAL  T RAN S F O R MAT I O N  G U I D E L I N E S

Among the EU member states,  Latvia's  digital  competit iveness has decreased by three places
compared to the previous year and ranks 18th in 2020.  The government has taken various init iatives
in 2020 to improve the digital  competit iveness of the country setting new policy guidelines,
developing informative reports and expanding regional and international cooperation.

The Ministry of  Environmental  Protection and Regional
Development has developed Digital  Transformation
Guidelines for 2021-2027 thus emphasizing the
importance of digital ization,  setting priorit ies and
strategic guidelines for the country's  digital
development in al l  areas of  the national economy. As
the increase of digital  ski l ls  is  important for the
country's  competit iveness,  the Guidelines provides for
action in f ive directions,  including digital  ski l ls  and
education.  Besides that ,  the Guidelines focus on digital
security and credibi l ity ,  access to telecommunications
services,  digital  transformation of the economy and
innovation,  ICT industry and ICT science.

3

D I G I TAL  N O R T H  2 . 0

In October,  the Ministry of  Environmental  Protection and
Regional Development joined a joint declaration by the Nordic
and Balt ic States region “Digital  North 2.0” .  It  aims to
signif icantly strengthen regional leadership in the f ield of
digital  transformation.  The declaration commits to increasing
mobil ity and the integration of digital  services in the Nordic
and Balt ic regions and to jointly address societal  chal lenges by
creating a common space for cross-border digital  services,
secure data exchange and joint technological  development.

5G

In September.  the Ministers of  Latvia,  Lithuania,
Estonia and Poland electronical ly s igned a
Memorandum of Understanding on co-operation on 5G
connectivity and connected automated mobil ity in the
North Sea-Balt ic corridor .  The memorandum
emphasizes the importance of closer cooperation
between the Balt ic States and Poland in achieving the
goals of  sustainable mobil ity ,  improving road safety
and introducing innovations.

AR T I F I C IAL  I N T E L L I G E N C E

The Cabinet of  Minister has approved the informative report on the
development of  art i f icial  intel l igence solutions prepared by the Ministry of
Environmental  Protection and Regional Development that is  the f irst
document in public administration in Latvia that gives an insight into the
potential ,  opportunities and risks of  using arti f icial  intel l igence solutions.  The
aim of the report is  to promote the introduction of art i f icial  intel l igence
technologies in public administration and the Latvian economy as a whole.
The informative report intends to identify the implementation of art i f icial
intel l igence solutions as one of the priorit ies of  public administration.  That
wil l  be the f irst  planning document to include cross-sectoral  activit ies in
arti f icial  intel l igence.  The information report also sets out the future national
policies for the use of art i f icial  intel l igence solutions and outl ines actions to
promote the use of AI  solutions over the next three years .
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